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‘A garden in my life’

A personal account of the development of the garden at Fanshawe Gate Hall

by Cynthia Ramsden

Fanshawe Gate Hall, on the edge of the Derbyshire Peak District, is the original 13th century seat of the Fanshawe family. It was bought by John and Cynthia Ramsden in 1959. 

Over the next 40 years, Cynthia Ramsden created a garden in harmony with the 16th century house. In her book, ‘A garden in my life’, she describes how the garden is now packed with historic plant varieties ‘exuberant to the point of bursting into riot’. 

Over 160 pages of delightful images show why this is one of the most visited private gardens in Derbyshire. But, seen through Cynthia Ramsden’s eyes, the book also reveals the reality of gardening, especially the mistakes.  

Cynthia Ramsden has pledged all the profits from her book to two cancer charities: Macmillan Cancer Relief, and the Oesophageal Patients Association.

‘A garden in my life’ is hardback, and costs £25 including p+p. It is available by post from the publishers:

Grafika Ltd

Riverside Studio

Lumford Mill

Buxton Road

Bakewell DE45 1GS

Tel: 01629 813300 Fax: 01629 815783

E-mail: design@grafika-uk.com
An order form can also be found on the website www.fgh.org.uk
